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NAVIGATION SYSTEM FOR VEHICLE AND
NAVIGATION SERVICE METHOD FOR THE
SAME

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims priority to Korean patent applica-
tion No. 10-2010-0059590 filed on Jun. 23, 2010, the disclo-
sure of which is hereby incorporated in its entirety by refer-
ence.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Embodiments of the present invention relate to a naviga-
tion system and a navigation service method for the same.

A conventional navigation system for vehicles collects
data including the moving speeds of vehicles located in indi-
vidual regions in real time, and provides a user with a driving
route along which a vehicle runs at the highest traveling
speed, according to the vehicle traveling speed.

One disadvantage of conventional navigation systems for
vehicles is that it provides vehicles with navigation informa-
tion irrespective of road types.

For example, in a straight traffic lane, with a left-turn traffic
lane, and a right-turn traffic lane at a crossroads, a vehicle
generally moves at different moving speeds in individual
traffic lanes. The problem is that a conventional navigation
system has difficulty in reflecting such a difference in moving
speeds of the vehicle to a navigation process. As a result, it is
impossible for the conventional navigation system to search
for an accurate traveling path to a destination and to correctly
calculate a fuel amount consumed in a corresponding section,
such that it is unable to search for a route that minimizes the
amount of fuel consumption.

In addition, the conventional vehicle navigation system has
been designed to provide a navigation service to a vehicle
driver in consideration of only the moving speed of a vehicle,
irrespective of a geographical status of a road (e.g., an ascent,
a flatland or a descent). Therefore, the vehicle navigation
system for minimizing the amount of fuel consumption has a
disadvantage in that it unexpectedly guides the vehicle driver
to an undesirable traveling path incurring much more fuel
consumption.

For example, assuming that there is a descent where decel-
erating of the vehicle is needed and an ascent where acceler-
ating of the vehicle is needed, the conventional navigation
system informs the vehicle driver of the ascent instead of the
descent because it considers only the vehicle moving speed,
resulting in much more fuel consumption.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Various embodiments of the present invention are directed
to providing a navigation system for a vehicle and a naviga-
tion service method for the same that substantially obviate
one or more problems due to limitations and disadvantages of
the related art.

It is an object of the present invention to provide a naviga-
tion system for reducing fuel consumption using transporta-
tion information, fuel efficiency (fuel mileage) information,
geographical information, and at the same time quickly
directing the vehicle to a destination.

In one aspect of the present invention, a navigation system
for a vehicle includes a receiver for receiving transportation
information and fuel efficiency information from, one or
more source vehicles located in a specific region; a central
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processing unit (CPU) for generating navigation information
of'the specific region using the transportation information and
the fuel efficiency information; and a transmitter for receiving
navigation information from the CPU, and transmitting the
received navigation information to a target vehicle.

In one embodiment, the CPU may calculate a vehicle speed
for each traveling direction of the one or more source
vehicles, an average waiting time for each traveling direction
of'the one or more source vehicles, and average fuel efficiency
for each traveling direction of the one or more source vehicles
using the transportation information and the fuel efficiency
information, and generates the navigation information using
the calculated information.

In other embodiments, when a plurality of identical routes
are searched for in an operation for searching for a route on
the basis of a distance from a departure to a destination, the
CPU may determine an optimum route using the transporta-
tion information and the fuel efficiency information.

In another embodiment, the invention provides a naviga-
tion system wherein the CPU, when a first route in which an
average vehicle speed from a departure to a destination is
excellent, is different from a second route in which fuel effi-
ciency is excellent, the CPU may inform the target vehicle of
the first and second routes so that a vehicle driver is able to
select one of the first and second routes.

In certain embodiments, the invention provides a naviga-
tion system wherein the CPU, when a plurality of identical
routes are searched for in an operation for searching for a
route on the basis of a distance from a departure to a destina-
tion, determines an optimum route using the transportation
information and the fuel efficiency information.

In another embodiment, the CPU, when a first route in
which an average vehicle speed from a departure to a desti-
nation is excellent, is different from a second route in which
fuel efficiency is excellent, informs the target vehicle of the
first and second routes so that a vehicle driver is able to select
one of the first and second routes.

In various embodiments, the CPU additionally reflects
geographical information of the specific region to generate
the navigation information.

In other embodiments, the CPU, when a plurality of iden-
tical routes are searched for in the operation for generating the
navigation information using the transportation information
and the fuel efficiency information, determines an optimum
route based on the geographical information.

In various embodiments, the invention provides a naviga-
tion system wherein the geographical information includes
information about a road slope.

In some embodiments, the navigation system may further
include a database for accumulating the transportation infor-
mation and the fuel efficiency information of the specific
region, and storing the accumulated information.

In certain embodiments, upon receiving no transportation
information and no fuel efficiency information from the
source vehicles, the CPU may generate the navigation infor-
mation using the transportation information and the fuel effi-
ciency information pre-stored in the database.

In certain embodiments, the CPU may provide the target
vehicle with the navigation information that is generated
using the transportation information and the fuel efficiency
information real-time received from the source vehicles, dur-
ing a predetermined time zone from a start time to a prede-
termined time; and may provide the target vehicle with the
navigation information generated using the transportation
information and fuel efficiency information pre-stored in the
database after the predetermined time.
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In another aspect, the present invention provides a naviga-
tion method for a vehicle comprising: a) receiving a route
search request for a specific region from a target vehicle; b)
receiving transportation information and fuel efficiency
information from source vehicles located in the specific
region; ¢) generating navigation information using the trans-
portation information and the fuel efficiency information; and
d) transmitting the generated navigation information to the
target vehicle.

In one embodiment, the receiving step b) may include
receiving information about a moving speed of each source
vehicle located in the specific region, information about a
crossroads waiting time of each source vehicle, information
about fuel consumption of each source vehicle, and informa-
tion about a moving distance of each source vehicle.

In certain embodiments, the generating step ¢) may include
calculating a vehicle speed for each traveling direction of the
source vehicles, an average waiting time for each traveling
direction and average fuel efficiency for each traveling direc-
tion; and generating the navigation information using the
calculated information.

In certain embodiments, the transmitting step d) may
include, when a first route in which an average vehicle speed
from a departure to a destination is excellent, is different from
a second route in which fuel efficiency is excellent, informing
the target vehicle of the first and second routes so that a
vehicle driver is able to select one of the first and second
routes.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a structural view illustrating an overall system
including a navigation system (or a navigation server) for a
vehicle according to an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a structural view illustrating a target vehicle
according to an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a structural view illustrating a navigation server
according to an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 4 is a conceptual diagram illustrating a method for
enabling a navigation server to generate navigation informa-
tion according to an embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 5 is a structural view illustrating transportation infor-
mation for use in a navigation server according to an embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 6 shows a plurality of vehicles having different trav-
eling directions.

FIG. 7 shows exemplary numerical values of a variety of
information obtained through transportation, fuel efficiency
information, geographical information by a navigation
server.

FIG. 8 shows information stored in a database (DB) in
which transportation information and fuel efficiency infor-
mation collected by a navigation server are configured in
patterns.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Reference will now be made in detail to the embodiments
of the present invention, examples of which are illustrated in
the accompanying drawings. Wherever possible, the same
reference numbers will be used throughout the drawings to
refer to the same or like parts.

FIG. 1 is a structural view illustrating an overall system
including a navigation system (or a navigation server) for a
vehicle according to an embodiment of the present invention.
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The system shown in FIG. 1 includes a target vehicle 100,
a navigation server 200, a geographical information server, a
satellite 400 and a plurality of source vehicles 500.

In this case, a plurality of source vehicles 500 may repre-
sent vehicles located in a specific region. For example, a
plurality of source vehicles 500 may represent vehicles
located between subway station “A” to subway station “B”,
moving in the direction of subway station “A”.

Each source vehicle 500 recognizes its own current posi-
tion upon receiving Global Positioning System (GPS) infor-
mation from the satellite 400, and transmits the recognized
position information to the navigation server 200. As a result,
the navigation server 200 can recognize the current position
of'each source vehicle 500 in real time. The navigation server
200 may manage source vehicles in individual regions (i.e.,
road sections) on the basis of the current position of each
source vehicle 500. For example, the navigation server 200
classifies vehicles receiving the inventive navigation service
according to individual regions, so that it can receive a variety
of information related to the corresponding region from
vehicles located in individual regions.

The navigation server 200 receives transportation informa-
tion and fuel efficiency information from several source
vehicles located in a specific region.

The transportation information may indicate not only a
vehicle moving speed depending upon the vehicle moving
direction but also an intersection waiting time in a specific
region. In this case, vehicle speed depending upon the vehicle
moving direction is classified into a moving speed of a vehicle
running on a left-run traffic lane, a moving speed of a vehicle
running on a straight traffic lane, and a moving speed of a
vehicle running on a right-turn traffic lane. In addition, the
left-turn traffic lane, the straight traffic lane or the right-turn
traffic lane are assigned different traffic signaling times, so
that different waiting times are also assigned to the individual
traffic lanes. Therefore, the intersection waiting time repre-
sents a waiting time at an intersection for each traffic lane.

The fuel efficiency information represents not only an
amount of fuel consumed for vehicle running in a specific
region, but also the moving distance of the vehicle traveling in
the corresponding region.

Each source vehicle travels a specific region, and at the
same time transmits information of the amount of fuel con-
sumption and information of the moving distance (i.e., infor-
mation about fuel efficiency) to the navigation server 200.

The navigation server 200 receives fuel efficiency infor-
mation from several source vehicles 500 located in a specific
region in real time, and thus calculates an average fuel effi-
ciency of the source vehicles 500 located in the specific region
in real time. In this case, the navigation server 200 may
calculate the average fuel efficiency of the source vehicles in
different ways according to vehicle types.

The navigation server 200 receives geographical informa-
tion from the geographical information server 300.

The geographical information represents the slope of roads
on which several source vehicles move in a specific region.
For example, the geographical information may represent
whether the corresponding road is an ascent, a flatland, or a
descent. Further, the geographical information may also rep-
resent whether the corresponding road is a steep ascent (e.g.,
gradient of about 15° or more), a common ascent (e.g., gra-
dient of less than about 15°, a flatland, a common descent
(e.g., gradient of less than about 15°, or a steep descent (e.g.,
gradient of about 15° or more).

In this case, although the navigation server 200 may search
for a traveling path by reflecting transportation information,
fuel efficiency information, and geographical information, it
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should be noted that the navigation server 200 may search for
a necessary traveling path using both the transportation infor-
mation and the fuel efficiency information and may further
reflect geographical information according to a traffic situa-
tion as necessary.

For example, the navigation server 200 basically searches
for a traveling path according to transportation information
and fuel efficiency information, and thus transmits the
searched traveling path to the target vehicle 100. However, if
a plurality of identical paths are detected during the path
searching process depending upon transportation informa-
tion and fuel efficiency information, the navigation server 200
additionally reflects geographical information to search for a
path having many more flatlands than ascents and a path
having many more descents than the flatlands, so that it can
provide the searched paths to the target vehicle 100.

FIG. 2 is a structural view illustrating a target vehicle 100
shown in FIG. 1 according to an embodiment of the present
invention.

Referring to FIG. 2, the target vehicle 100 includes an
Engine Control Unit (ECU) 110, a receiver 120, a transmitter
130, and a display 140.

The ECU 110 controls operations of internal constituent
elements of'the target vehicle 100. For example, the ECU 110
may control the receiver 120, the transmitter 130, and the
display 140.

The receiver 120 receives navigation information (i.e., path
information) from the navigation server 200, and transmits
the received navigation information to the ECU 110. The
ECU 110 provides the received navigation information to the
vehicle driver through the display 140.

In addition, the receiver 120 receives GPS information
from the satellite 400, and transmits the GPS information to
the ECU 110. The ECU 110 may recognize a current position
of the target vehicle 100.

The transmitter 130 may transmit a variety of vehicle infor-
mation to the navigation server 200. For example, the trans-
mitter 130 receives position information of the target vehicle
100 from the ECU 110, and transmits the position informa-
tion to the navigation server 200. The transmitter 130 receives
departure (start point) and destination (end point) information
and transportation information and fuel efficiency informa-
tion from the ECU 110, and transmits the received informa-
tion to the navigation server 200.

Upon receiving navigation information from the ECU 110,
the display 140 may display the navigation information on the
display screen.

Although an embodiment of the present invention has dis-
closed that constituent elements shown in FIG. 2 belong to the
target vehicle 100 for convenience of description and better
understanding of the present invention, it should be noted that
each source vehicle 500 may also include the same constitu-
ent elements as necessary.

FIG. 3 is a structural view illustrating a navigation server
according to an embodiment of the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 3, the navigation server 200 includes a
Central Processing Unit (CPU) 210, a receiver 220, a trans-
mitter 230, and a database 240.

The CPU 210 controls operations of the constituent ele-
ments belonging to the navigation server 200. For example,
the CPU 210 may control the receiver 220, the transmitter
230, and the database 240.

The CPU 210 calculates a variety of information received
through the receiver 220, so that it generates navigation infor-
mation on the basis of the calculated result.

The receiver 220 receives a variety of information from the
target vehicle 100, the geographical information server 300,
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6

and the source vehicle 500 through a wired/wireless commu-
nication network. For example, the receiver 220 may receive
current position information, transportation information, and
fuel efficiency information from the target vehicle 100 or each
of the source vehicles 500. In addition, the receiver 220 may
further receive geographical information from the geographi-
cal information server 300.

The transmitter 230 transmits a variety of information cre-
ated in the inside of the navigation server 200. For example,
the transmitter 230 may transmit the navigation information
generated by the CPU 210 to the target vehicle 110. In addi-
tion, the transmitter 230 may transmit other navigation infor-
mation (e.g., a signal for requesting a current position) to the
target vehicle 100 or each source vehicle 500.

The database (DB) 240 stores a variety of information
received through the receiver 220 and a variety of information
generated in the CPU 210. For example, the DB 240 may
receive position information, transportation information, and
geographical information of the vehicles 100 and 500 from
the receiver 200, and store them.

The DB 240 may accumulate and store a variety of infor-
mation. In this case, the CPU 210 may generate the patterned
navigation information on the basis of the accumulated infor-
mation. For example, although the aforementioned naviga-
tion information is generated on the basis of real-time trans-
portation information and real-time fuel -efficiency
information, navigation information may also be generated
on the basis of transportation information and fuel efficiency
information accumulated in the DB 240.

FIG. 4 is a conceptual diagram illustrating a method for
enabling the navigation server 200 to generate navigation
information according to an embodiment of the present
invention.

Referring to FIG. 4, if the H vehicle transmits departure
(start point) and destination (end point) information to the
navigation server 200 and at the same time requests naviga-
tion information from the navigation server 200, the naviga-
tion server 200 may search for a first route (Route 1) and a
second route (Route 2), each of which has the same distance
between the departure and the destination.

For example, although the primarily searched path is
decided on the basis of the distance between the departure and
the destination, the scope or spirit of the present invention is
not limited thereto.

Vehicles accessing the navigation server 200 transmit cur-
rent position information to the navigation server 200 at inter-
vals of a predetermined time. For example, each vehicle may
receive GPS information from the satellite 400 every 10 sec-
onds, 20 seconds, or 1 minute, etc., and at the same time
transmit the received GPS information to the navigation
server 200.

The navigation server 200 analyzes the received position
information, and determines vehicles located between the
departure and the destination requested by the H vehicle
among all vehicles accessing the navigation server 200 to be
source vehicles 500.

The navigation server 200 collects transportation informa-
tion and fuel efficiency information needed for generating
navigation information from the source vehicles 500.

A method for enabling the CPU 210 of the navigation
server 200 to analyze the collected transportation information
will hereinafter be described with reference to FIGS. 5 and 6.

FIG. 5 is a structural view illustrating transportation infor-
mation for use in the navigation server according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 5, transportation information according
to the present invention may include a vehicle speed for each
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traveling direction of each vehicle and a waiting time for each
traveling direction of each vehicle.

FIG. 6 shows a plurality of vehicles having different trav-
eling directions in the navigation system according to an
embodiment of the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 6, the H1 vehicle is running on a left-turn
traffic lane, the H2 vehicle is running on a straight traffic lane,
and the H3 vehicle is running on a right-turn traffic lane.

In this case, individual vehicles may have different moving
speeds in individual traffic lanes.

For example, assuming that a relatively large number of
vehicles are running on the left-turn traffic lane, only the H2
vehicle is running on the straight traffic lane, and a relatively
small number of vehicles are running on the right-turn traffic
lane, the H1 vehicle may have a moving speed of 5 km/h, the
H2 vehicle may have a moving speed of 40 km/h, and the H3
vehicle may have a moving speed of 30 km/h because the
decelerating of the H3 vehicle is needed for the right-turning.

The navigation server 200 determines which traffic lane
includes each vehicle through the received location informa-
tion.

The navigation server 200 receives a moving speed of each
vehicle, and determines what speed a vehicle for each traffic
lane is moving at.

As can be seen from the above-mentioned example, assum-
ing that a first vehicle located in the left-turn traffic lane is
moving at 5 km/h, a second vehicle located in the straight
traffic lane is moving at 40 km/h, and a third vehicle located
in the right-turn traffic lane is moving at 30 km/h, the navi-
gation server 200 may recognize the moving speed of 5 km/h
of'the first vehicle, the moving speed of 40 km/h of the second
vehicle, and the moving speed of 30 km/h of the third vehicle.

Transportation information may include a waiting time for
each traveling direction.

Referring to FIG. 6, the navigation server 200 analyzes a
path where the position of the vehicle is changed to another
position, so that it can recognize a waiting time of each
vehicle at a crossroads.

For example, assuming that the H1 vehicle located in the
left-turn traffic lane takes 23 seconds to stop in front of a
crossroads and exit the crossroads, the H2 vehicle located in
the straight traffic lane takes 15 seconds to stop in front of a
crossroads and exit the crossroads, and the H3 vehicle located
in the right-turn traffic lane takes 6 seconds to stop in front of
acrossroads and exit the crossroads, the navigation server 200
can recognize that the H1 vehicle has a waiting time of 23
seconds, the H2 vehicle has a waiting time of 15 seconds, and
the H3 vehicle has a waiting time of 6 seconds.

Although FIG. 6 assumes that one vehicle is running on
each traffic lane, if several vehicles are running on each traffic
lane, the navigation server 200 averages the waiting times of
individual vehicles, and uses the average waiting time.

Furthermore, the navigation server 200 may average the
waiting times of different types of vehicles running on indi-
vidual traffic lanes, and use the average waiting time. In other
words, the navigation server 200 classifies vehicles according
to vehicle types using the pre-registered vehicle type infor-
mation, and calculates a waiting time for each vehicle type.

Meanwhile, the navigation server 200 receives fuel effi-
ciency information from the source vehicles 500.

The fuel efficiency information represents the amount of
fuel consumption and the traveling distance of each vehicle
traveling in a specific region.

The navigation server 200 receives fuel efficiency infor-
mation from the source vehicles 500 in real time, and at the
same time calculates an average fuel efficiency of the source
vehicles 500 using the received fuel efficiency information.
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For example, assuming that the number of source vehicles
500 is 100, the 100 source vehicles 500 consume 80 liters of
fuel, and the moving distance of the 100 source vehicles 500
is 200 km, the average fuel efficiency is 2.5 km/1.

The navigation server 200 may calculate the average fuel
efficiency for each vehicle type in different ways.

For example, if the number of HM1-type vehicles running
in a specific region is 10, the 10 HM1-type vehicles consume
6 liters of fuel, and the moving distance of the 10 HM1-type
vehicles is 20 km, the average fuel efficiency of these HM1-
type vehicles is 3.3 km/l. For another example, if the number
of HM2-type vehicles is 20, the 20 HM2-type vehicles con-
sume 3 liters of fuel, and the moving distance of the 20
HM2-type vehicles is 40 km, the average fuel efficiency of
these HM2-type vehicles is 13.3 km/1.

The navigation server 200 may classify fuel efficiency
information according to individual traveling directions in the
same manner as in transportation information, and use the
classified fuel efficiency information.

Referring back to FIG. 6, it is assumed that the H1 vehicle
consumes 0.2 liters of fuel per kilometer before entering the
crossroads, the H2 vehicle consumes 0.1 liter of fuel per
kilometer before entering the crossroads, and the H3 vehicle
consumes 0.4 liters of fuel per kilometer before entering the
crossroads.

In this case, the average fuel efficiency of vehicles located
in the left-turn traffic lane is 5 km/1, the average fuel efficiency
of vehicles located in the straight traffic lane is 10 km/1, and
the average fuel efficiency of vehicles located in the right-turn
traffic lane is 2.5 km/1.

The navigation server 200 receives geographical informa-
tion from the geographical information server 300.

The geographical information may indicate a road status
(e.g., a road slope) in a specific region. For example, the
geographical information may represent whether the corre-
sponding road is an ascent, a flatland, or a descent. Further,
the geographical information may also represent whether the
corresponding road is a steep ascent (e.g., gradient of about
15° or more), a common ascent (e.g., gradient of less than
about 15°, a flatland, a common descent (e.g., gradient ofless
than about 15°, or a steep descent (e.g., gradient of about 15°
or more).

As described above, although the navigation server 200
generates a variety of information needed for navigation
using transportation information and fuel efficiency informa-
tion, the navigation server 200 may further consider the geo-
graphical information as necessary.

For example, assuming that several identical paths are
detected according to transportation information and fuel
efficiency information, the navigation server 200 informs the
vehicle driver of a flatland instead of an ascent or also informs
the vehicle driver of a path having many more descents than
the flatlands, so that it can provide the searched paths to the
target vehicle 100.

Referring back to FIG. 4, the method for allowing the CPU
210 of the navigation server 200 to search for an optimum
path from the departure to the destination using a variety of
information (e.g., a vehicle speed for each traveling direction,
a waiting time for each traveling direction, an average fuel
efficiency for each traveling direction, and a road slope)
acquired from transportation information, fuel efficiency
information, and geographical information will hereinafter
be described in detail.

In FIG. 4, Route 1 and Route 2 substantially have the same
distance. In this case, assuming that transportation informa-
tion, fuel efficiency information, and geographical informa-
tion are not considered in the selection process of Route 1 or
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Route 2, a driver of the H vehicle may select any one of Route
1 and Route 2 irrespective of route types.

However, the navigation server 200 according to the
present invention decides an optimum path using the infor-
mation acquired from transportation information, fuel effi-
ciency information, and geographical information.

FIG. 7 shows exemplary numerical values of a variety of
information obtained through transportation, fuel efficiency
information, geographical information by the navigation
server 200.

Referring to FIG. 7, the navigation server 200 divides
Route 1 into an A crossroads section, an AB straight-traveling
section, a B crossroads section, a BD straight-traveling sec-
tion, and a D crossroads section. The navigation server 200
divides Route 2 into an A crossroads section, an AC straight-
traveling section, a C crossroads section, a CD straight-trav-
eling section, and a D crossroads section.

According to the aforementioned operations in individual
sections, the navigation server 200 calculates a vehicle speed
for each traveling direction, a waiting time for each traveling
direction, average fuel efficiency for each traveling direction,
and a road type for each traveling direction.

In Route 1, for example, a vehicle goes straight in the A
crossroads section, a vehicle speed at the straight traffic lane
is 40 km/h, a waiting time at the straight traffic lane is 15
seconds, average fuel efficiency is 7.5 knv/1, and a road slope
corresponds to a flatland.

In Route 2, for example, a vehicle turns to the right in the A
crossroads section, a vehicle speed at the right-turn traffic
lane is 30 km/h, a waiting time at the right-turn traffic lane is
6 seconds, average fuel efficiency is 6 km/1, and a road slope
corresponds to a descent.

The navigation server 200 calculates an average vehicle
speed from a departure and a destination using vehicle speed
information and waiting time information obtained from all
sections.

Assuming that the navigation server 200 does not consider
the vehicle traveling direction, it uses the same value to cal-
culate an average vehicle speed not only in the A crossroads
section of Route 1 but also in the A crossroads section of
Route 2. However, one embodiment of the present invention
assigns different values to individual traffic lanes so as to
calculate the average vehicle speed, so that it can obtain an
accurate average vehicle speed for each traveling path.

Meanwhile, the navigation server 200 applies average fuel
efficiency information obtained from all the sections to the
process for calculating average fuel efficiency from the depar-
ture to the destination.

Likewise, assuming that the navigation server 200 does not
consider the vehicle traveling direction, it uses the same value
to calculate average fuel efficiency not only in the A cross-
roads section of Route 1 but also in the A crossroads section
of Route 2. However, an embodiment of the present invention
assigns different values to individual traffic lanes so as to
calculate the average fuel efficiency, so that it can obtain an
accurate average vehicle speed for each traveling path.

The navigation server 200 selects an optimum path accord-
ing to average vehicle speed and average fuel efficiency.

For example, if the average vehicle speed and the average
fuel efficiency in Route 1 are superior to those of Route 2, the
navigation server 200 selects Route 1 as an optimum path, and
informs the vehicle 100 of Route 1 as navigation information.

In contrast, if the average fuel efficiency of Route 1 is lower
than that of Route 2 whereas the average vehicle speed of
Route 1 is higher than that of Route 2, it is preferable that
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information about which one of Route 1 and Route 2 is better
be transmitted to a driver of the vehicle 100 in response to the
driver’s selection.

For example, if the vehicle driver desires to select a faster
path, the navigation server 200 transmits navigation informa-
tion of Route 1 having a superior average vehicle speed to the
target vehicle 100. If the vehicle driver desires to select a
fuel-efficient path, the navigation server 200 may transmit
navigation information of Route 2 having superior average
fuel efficiency to the target vehicle 100. In this case, when
receiving a request of the navigation information from the
driver ofthe target vehicle 100, the navigation server 200 may
also receive information about which one of vehicle speed
and fuel efficiency is first considered from the driver of the
target vehicle 100.

Furthermore, the navigation server 200 may propose a
different path from the above-mentioned example according
to geographical information.

For example, it is assumed that Route 1 and Route 2 have
similar average fuel efficiencies and similar vehicle speeds
within the error range of 10%. However, assuming that each
of the AC straight-traveling section and the CD straight-
traveling section in Route 1 is a descent, the AB straight-
traveling section of Route 2 is an ascent, and the BD straight-
traveling section of Route 2 is a descent, Route 1 having more
descents may be more advantageous to the vehicle driver as
compared to Route 2. Therefore, the navigation server 200
may inform the vehicle 100 of Route 1 as navigation infor-
mation.

FIG. 8 shows information stored in the DB 240 in which
transportation information and fuel efficiency information
collected by the navigation server 200 are configured in pat-
terns.

As can be seen from the above-mentioned description, the
navigation server may collect transportation information and
fuel efficiency information from all vehicles accessing the
navigation server 200.

Therefore, the navigation server 200 collects transporta-
tion information and fuel efficiency information from all the
vehicles in the entire regions, accumulates the collected infor-
mation, and stores it in the DB 240.

Referring to FIG. 8, in a region from subway station “A” to
subway station “B”, vehicle speeds of individual traveling
directions, waiting times of individual traveling directions,
and fuel efficiency values of individual traveling directions
are accumulated and stored while being classified according
to individual days and individual time zones.

The navigation server 200 collects information whenever
vehicles pass through the corresponding region, so that it
continuously updates the DB 240 on the basis of the collected
information.

The navigation server 200 basically generates navigation
information according to transportation information and fuel
efficiency collected in real time as described above.

However, if no vehicle is present in a section contained in
the selected traveling path (e.g., if no vehicle is running in the
section at midnight) or if a communication status of the cor-
responding section is unstable due to weather deterioration),
it is impossible for the navigation server 200 to acquire trans-
portation information and fuel efficiency information in real
time.

Therefore, the navigation server 200 may generate naviga-
tion information using the transportation information and the
fuel efficiency information stored in the DB 240.

In addition, if a long period of time from the departure to
the destination has elapsed, a road status (or road condition) is
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changed in every minute, an optimum path searched at the
departure and an optimum path searched at a current time may
be different from each other.

Under the above condition, real-time transportation infor-
mation and real-time fuel efficiency information are used in
the range from a start time to a predetermined time. After the
lapse of a predetermined time, the navigation server 200 may
generate navigation information using transportation infor-
mation and fuel efficiency information stored in the DB 240.

Although the preferred embodiments of the present inven-
tion have been disclosed for illustrative purposes, those
skilled in the art will appreciate that various modifications,
additions and substitutions are possible, without departing
from the scope and spirit of the invention as disclosed in the
accompanying claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A navigation system for a vehicle comprising:

areceiver that receives transportation information and fuel
efficiency information from one or more source vehicles
located in a specific region;

aremote central processing unit (CPU) that generates navi-
gation information of the specific region using the trans-
portation information and the fuel efficiency informa-
tion;

a transmitter that receives navigation information from the
CPU, and transmits the received navigation information
to a target vehicle; and

a database that accumulates the transportation information
and the fuel efficiency information of the specific region
and stores the accumulated information,

wherein the CPU provides the target vehicle with naviga-
tion information that is generated using real-time trans-
portation information and real-time fuel efficiency infor-
mation during a predetermined range from a start time to
a predetermined time and provides the target vehicle
with navigation information generated using transporta-
tion information and fuel efficiency information that is
pre-stored in the database after the predetermined time.

2. The navigation system according to claim 1, wherein the
CPU calculates a vehicle speed for each traveling direction of
the one or more source vehicles, an average waiting time for
each traveling direction of the one or more source vehicles,
and an average fuel efficiency for each traveling direction of
the one or more source vehicles using the transportation infor-
mation and the fuel efficiency information, and generates the
navigation information using the calculated information.

3. The navigation system according to claim 2, wherein the
CPU, when a first route in which an average vehicle speed
from a departure to a destination is excellent, is different from
a second route in which fuel efficiency is excellent, informs
the target vehicle of the first and second routes so that a
vehicle driver is able to select one of the first and second
routes.

4. The navigation system according to claim 2, wherein the
CPU, when a plurality of identical routes are searched for in
an operation for searching for a route on the basis of a distance
from a departure to a destination, determines an optimum
route using the transportation information and the fuel effi-
ciency information.

5. The navigation system according to claim 4, wherein the
CPU, when a first route in which an average vehicle speed
from a departure to a destination is excellent, is different from
a second route in which fuel efficiency is excellent, informs
the target vehicle of the first and second routes so that a
vehicle driver is able to select one of the first and second
routes.
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6. The navigation system according to claim 1, wherein the
CPU additionally reflects geographical information of the
specific region to generate the navigation information.

7. The navigation system according to claim 6, wherein the
CPU, when a plurality of identical routes are searched for in
the operation for generating the navigation information using
the transportation information and the fuel efficiency infor-
mation, determines an optimum route based on the geo-
graphical information.

8. The navigation system according to claim 7, wherein the
geographical information includes information about a road
slope.

9. The navigation system according to claim 1, wherein the
CPU calculates an average fuel efficiency for each of the one
or more source vehicles in a particular way according to a
vehicle type of each of the one or more source vehicles.

10. The navigation system according to claim 1, wherein
the CPU, upon receiving no transportation information and
no fuel efficiency information from the source vehicles, gen-
erates the navigation information using the transportation
information and the fuel efficiency information pre-stored in
the database.

11. A navigation method for a vehicle by a navigation
system comprising:

a) receiving a route search request for a specific region
from a target vehicle by a receiver of the navigation
system,

b) receiving transportation information and fuel efficiency
information from source vehicles located in the specific
region by the receiver;

¢) generating navigation information using the transporta-
tion information and the fuel efficiency information by a
remote central processing unit (CPU) of the navigation
system,

d) transmitting the received navigation information to the
target vehicle by a transmitter of the navigation system;
and

e) accumulating the transportation information and the fuel
efficiency information of the specific region and storing
the accumulated information in a database,

wherein the CPU provides the target vehicle with naviga-
tion information that is generated using real-time trans-
portation information and real-time fuel efficiency infor-
mation during a predetermined range from a start time to
a predetermined time and provides the target vehicle
with navigation information generated using transporta-
tion information and fuel efficiency information that is
pre-stored in the database after the predetermined time.

12. The navigation method according to claim 11, wherein
the receiving step b) includes receiving information about a
moving speed of each source vehicle located in the specific
region, information about a crossroads waiting time of each
source vehicle, information about fuel consumption of each
source vehicle, and information about a moving distance of
each source vehicle.

13. The navigation method according to claim 12, wherein
the generating step c) includes:

calculating a vehicle speed for each traveling direction of
the source vehicles, an average waiting time for each
traveling direction and an average fuel efficiency for
each traveling direction; and

generating the navigation information using the calculated
information.

14. The navigation method according to claim 13, wherein

the transmitting step d) includes:

when a first route in which an average vehicle speed from
adeparture to a destination is excellent, is different from
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a second route in which fuel efficiency is excellent,
informing the target vehicle of the first and second routes
so thata vehicle driver is able to select one of the first and
second routes.



